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King Charles, however, sent Pennington peremptory orders to transfer the ships, and, accordingly, he returned to Dieppe; but he had to fire at some of his consorts in order to bring them back; as they were making off; and all the men on board; except one gunner, deserted. Pennington himself then returned to England, and made his way to Oxford; where the Parliament was assembled; but he was, in some way or other, suppressed and kept in concealment till the dissolution. This story told in all the country towns considerably helped the process of popular education which ended in the election and arming of the Long Parliament.
The Parliament was dissolved in August, 16:25, without any redress of grievances, and, the year's grant of tunnage and poundage having been rejected, without any legal provision for adequately meeting the expenses of government. An attempt was made to meet the difficulty by forcing a loan from all men of substance, in proportion to the estimate formed of their means by Lords-Lieutenant and other local officials. Recusants were to be punished by impressment, or even by imprisonment.
The expedient did not answer, and in less than twelve months from the dissolution of his first Parliament; Charles felt that he had no option but to summon a second. Thus; at the very time when the Crown and Court began to conceive the design of dispensing with Parliaments altogether; events brought about, for the present; a more frequent recurrence of elections than usual, and so familiarised the constituencies with the exercise of the franchise, that when the royal conspiracy against the Constitution was begun in earnest, the people felt the deprivation of their powers much more than they would otherwise have done. Huntingdon sent Arthur Mainwaring and John Goldsborough, whose politics we may perhaps suspect to have been more courtly than Oliver liked. The Lord-keeper (Sir Thomas Coventry) exerted a servile eloquence to overwhelm the Commons with a sense of the honour done them in being brought within the effulgence of the throne. If they <( considered aright, and would think of that incomparable distance between the supreme height and majesty of a mighty monarch and the submissive awe and lowliness of loyal subjects/' they would receive u exceeding comfort and contentment" to know that they were brought into such high company.